
  

2025 Colorado Capital Conference Agenda 
 
 
Tuesday, June 24 
 
3:00 – 5:00 pm   Attendee Registration 
    Yotel Hotel, Studio 1 Room, 2nd Floor 
    415 New Jersey Ave NW, Washington, DC 20001 
 
5:40 pm   Walking Group Departs Yotel for Library of Congress 
    Led by Berkeley Barnett and Gabby Draper 
 
6:00 pm   Welcome Reception 
    Library of Congress: James Madison Memorial Building | Madison Hall 
    101 Independence Ave SE Washington, DC 20540 
 
6:10 – 7:30 pm   Opening Remarks 
    Colorado Mesa University President John Marshall 
    University of Colorado President Todd Saliman 

Members of the Colorado Congressional Delegation   
 
8:00 pm   Depart for Capitol 

Meet outside the entrance of the Library of Congress on the plaza closest to the corner of 
Independence and 1st Street. We’ll walk as a group to the south entrance of the Capitol. 

 
8:30 pm   Tour of U.S. Capitol 

Led by U.S. Congressman Joe Neguse  
 
 
Wednesday, June 25 
 

Breakfast on Your Own 
 
8:25 am Walking Group 1 Departs Yotel for Hart Senate Office Building 

Led by Gabby Draper 
 
8:45 am Walking Group 2 Departs Yotel for Hart Senate Office Building 

Led by Berkeley Barnett 
 
9:30 am Conference Day 1 
 Hart Senate Office Building, SH 902, 9th Floor 
 120 Constitution Ave NE, Washington, DC 20002 
 Enter the building through the Hart Horseshoe Door (2nd St, NE).  
 Note, take the NORTH elevators to the 9th floor. 
 

Please remember the U.S. Capitol’s visitor policy, including the restrictions and prohibited 
items. 

 

https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/visit/know-before-you-go/capitol-etiquette
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/visit/know-before-you-go/prohibited-items
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/visit/know-before-you-go/prohibited-items


 
  

Wednesday, June 25 
 
9:30 – 9:35 am  University of Colorado President Todd Saliman Opening Remarks 
 
9:35 – 10:10 am   U.S. Senator Michael Bennet Q&A   
 
10:10 – 10:45 am  Coffee and Networking Break 
 
10:45 – 11:50 am  Allies in Focus: Navigating Global Challenges in 2025  

Moderated by Amy Mackinnon, Intelligence Reporter, POLITICO 
The Honorable Dr. Catalina Crespo-Sancho, Ambassador of Costa Rica to the United States 
The Honorable Dan Shapiro, Former United States Ambassador to Israel 
The Honorable Dan Baer, Former United States Ambassador to the OSCE  

 
11:50 am – 12:25 pm  Lunch and Networking 
 
12:25 – 12:45 pm   Member of Congress – Inside Look 
    Senate Minority Leader, Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
 
12:45 – 1:30 pm Keynote Lunch Remarks: 

Inside the Delegation: Bipartisan Insights from Colorado Chiefs of Staff 
    Amy Friedman, Chief of Staff, U.S. Senator Michael Bennet  

Patrick Hayes, Chief of Staff, U.S. Senator John Hickenlooper  
Nick Bayer, Chief of Staff, U.S. Congressman Jeff Hurd  
Brian Calabrese, Chief of Staff, U.S. Congressman Jeff Crank  

 
1:30 – 2:25 pm   Voices of Sovereignty: Legislative and Tribal Perspectives on Indian Affairs  
    Moderated by U.S. Congressman Jeff Hurd, Chair of Indian and Insular Affairs Subcommittee 
    U.S. Congressman Doug LaMalfa (R-CA) 
    U.S. Congressman Nick Begich (R-AK) 
    Aurene Martin, President, Spirit Rock Consulting 
    Lisa Koop Gunn, Senior Attorney and Federal Advocate, Tulalip Tribes 
     
2:25 – 2:45 pm   Member of Congress – Inside Look   

House Minority Leader, Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY) 
 
2:45 – 3:30 pm   Smarter Health: AI and the Future of Healthcare 
    Moderated by Ruth Reader, Reporter, POLITICO 

Rocco Casagrande, Managing Director, Gryphon Scientific  
René Quashie, Vice President, Digital Health, Consumer Technology Association 
Shannon Curtis, JD, Assistant Director - Federal Affairs, American Medical Association 

 
3:30 – 3:45 pm   Coffee and Networking Break  
 
3:45 – 4:30 pm   Common Ground: Governing in a Polarized America 
    Moderated by John Marshall, President, Colorado Mesa University 

The Honorable Ed Perlmutter, Partner, Holland & Knight 
The Honorable Rodney Davis, Head of Government Affairs, U.S. Chamber of Commerce 



 
  

 
Wednesday, June 25 
 
4:30 pm   Walking Group Departs Hart Senate Office Building for Yotel 
    Led by Berkeley Barnett and Gabby Draper 
 
4:30 – 5:30 pm   Break 
 
5:30 pm   Walking Group Departs Yotel for Russell Senate Office Building 
    Led by Berkeley Barnett and Gabby Draper 
 
5:45 – 6:30 pm   Networking Reception 
    Russell Senate Office Building, Kennedy Caucus Room, SR 325, 3rd Floor 
    2 Constitution Ave NE, Washington, DC 20002 

Enter the building through the Upper Delaware Ave Door. 
 

Please remember the U.S. Capitol’s visitor policy, including the restrictions and prohibited 
items. 

 
6:30 – 8:00 pm   Connecting Colorado: Dinner at our Nation's Capital  
    Colorado Mesa University President John Marshall 
    University of Colorado President Todd Saliman 

Members of the Colorado Congressional Delegation 
  
 
Thursday, June 26 
 

Breakfast on Your Own 
 
If you are checking out today, please plan to store your luggage with the bellhop at the 
hotel. We recommend allowing extra time, as there may be a line for luggage storage. 
Please note, there will be no luggage storage available at the Capitol. 
 

8:25 am Walking Group 1 Departs Yotel for Capitol Visitor Center 
Led by Kayla Roddey 

 
8:45 am Walking Group 2 Departs Yotel for Capitol Visitor Center 

Led by Berkeley Barnett 
 
9:30 am   Conference Day 2 
    Capitol Visitor Center, SVC 210-212 

First St SE, Washington, DC 20515 
Enter the building through the CVC (North) Door. 
 
Please remember the U.S. Capitol’s visitor policy, including the restrictions and prohibited 
items. Be sure to have your ID with you at all times inside the Capitol Visitor Center. 

 
9:30 – 9:35 am Colorado Mesa University President John Marshall Opening Remarks 
 
 
10:10 – 10:30 am  Bringing It Home: Reflections and Next Steps 
 
10:30 – 10:45 am  Coffee and Networking Break 
 
10:45 – 11:30 pm  The Media Moment: Politics, Journalism, and the Public Trust 
    Moderated by U.S. Senator Michael Bennet 

Caitlyn Kim, Public Affairs Reporter, Colorado Public Radio 
Jacob Bogage, Congressional Economics Correspondent, Washington Post 

 
11:30 – 11:45 am   Coffee and Networking Break 

https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/visit/know-before-you-go/capitol-etiquette
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/visit/know-before-you-go/prohibited-items
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/visit/know-before-you-go/prohibited-items
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/visit/know-before-you-go/capitol-etiquette
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/visit/know-before-you-go/prohibited-items
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/visit/know-before-you-go/prohibited-items


 

Thursday, June 26 
 
9:35 – 10:10 am   U.S. Senator John Hickenlooper Q&A 
 
10:10 – 10:30 am  Bringing It Home: Reflections and Next Steps 
 
10:30 – 10:45 am  Coffee and Networking Break 
 
10:45 – 11:30 am  The Media Moment: Politics, Journalism, and the Public Trust 
    Moderated by U.S. Senator Michael Bennet 

Caitlyn Kim, Public Affairs Reporter, Colorado Public Radio 
Jacob Bogage, Congressional Economics Correspondent, The Washington Post 
Alex Bolton, Senior Staff Writer, The Hill 

 
11:30 – 11:45 am  Coffee and Networking Break 
 
11:45 am – 12:30 pm  Keynote Remarks: Thomas Austin, Architect of the Capitol 
 
12:30 pm   Grab and Go Lunch 
 
12:45 pm   Depart for Group Photo 
 
1:00 pm    Group Photo on Senate Steps  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


